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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To detect the condition of a 
discharging on a display panel, to detect the condition related to the 
discharging and to store history information of these conditions. 
SOLUTION: The display panel is constituted of an electron source, 
in which plural electron emitting elements are disposed, and plural 
spacers placed between face plates having phosphor which emit 
light by collision of electrons and a hermetically sealed housing that 
is almost evacuated. An anode electrode is provided on the face 
plate side. A high voltage is applied to the electrode to accelerate 
the electrons emitted from the electron source in the phosphor 
direction. A current detecting circuit 1 2 detects a discharging 
phenomenon, which is generated through the spacer by the 
application of a high voltage or the current related to the 
discharging. By constituting of the anode electrode with polurally 
divided electrodes, the place where discharging is generated is 
accurately determined. 
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